1673-77] MARQUETTE'S FIRST VOYAGE 103

They are regarded as warriors, and rarely undertake
expeditions without being successful. They are
very docile, and listen quietly to What is said to
Them; and they appeared so eager to Hear Father
Alloues when he Instructed them that they gave Him
but little rest, even during the night. The Maskou-
tens and Kikabous are ruder, and seem peasants in
Comparison with the others. As Bark for making
Cabins is scarce in this country, They use Rushes;
these serve Them for making walls and Roofs, but do
not afford them much protection against the winds,
and still less against the rains when they fall abun-
dantly. The Advantage of Cabins of this kind is,
that they make packages of Them, and easily trans-
port them wherever they wish, while they are
hunting.

When I visited them, I was greatly Consoled at
seeing a handsome Cross erected in the middle of the
village, and adorned with many white skins, red
Belts, and bows and arrows, which these good people
had offered to the great Manitou (This is the name
which they give to God). They did this to thank him
for having had pity On Them during The winter, by
giving Them an abundance of game When they
Most dreaded famine.

I took pleasure in observing the situation of this
village. Itis beautiful and very pleasing; For, from
an Eminence upon which it is placed, one beholds
on every side prairies, extending farther than the
eye can see, interspersed with groves or with lofty
trees. The soil is very fertile, and yields much
indian corn. The savages gather quantities of plums
and grapes, wherewith much wine could be made,
if desired.



